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Green Economics Institute

Introducing The Green Economics Institute 
Founded in 2004, we are proudly celebrating 22 years of creating a global

non governmental and non standard network of intelligent and caring
voices for social, environmental and economics justice, reform of

mainstream economics and creating a multidisciplinary academic narrative
of Green Economics. 

We are passionately advocating and working tirelessly to raise awareness,
educate, mitigate and roll back the tide of runaway climate change, reverse
biodiversity and habitat loss, and create an economy which is beneficial for

all people in the world, especially women, minorities, and other species,
nature, the planet and its systems.

An economy of growth as in nature- that means nature flourishing, not using
corporate politics as an excuse to destroy natural habitats, or perpetuate

wars in the name of progress. 

Instead of mainstream one dimensional narratives of growth, which are
causing untold suffering and destruction -

we are working for a flourishing world for everyone and everything on the
planet -a world in which we can be proud of our human influence!

We are grateful to all our supporters, members and collaborators all across
the globe. 

Thank you so much for your well wishing for our 22th anniversary and
looking forward to another 22 years at this crucial time in human history.

Bianca Madison- Vuleta Trustee & Vice President
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Our Key Founding Values
1. To provision for the needs all people everywhere, other species, nature, the planet and its systems, all
as beneficiaries of economics transactions, not as one-off inputs.

2. To reinforce an underpinning of social and environmental justice, tolerance and no prejudice and
creating quality of life for everyone, including current and all future generations, and regardless of age.

3. To ensure the recognition and respect of other species’ rights. To end the current mass extinction of
species and ensure the survival of Earth’s biodiversity.

4. To create an economic system which advances non-violence and the inclusion of all people
everywhere, regardless of special needs or special ability. To ensure that all nations have equal access
to power and resources on a finite planet, and that local people to have control over their own destiny
and resources. To eradicate poverty, increase life expectancy, human welfare and real well-being in the
least developed countries.

5. To guarantee gender equity in all activities, educating, respecting, empowering women and
minorities, and ensuring that all people valued and respected equally.

6. To end high mass consumption and the current overshoot of Earth’s resources, returning human
civilisation to the comfortable bounds of nature in its original climatic conditions. To choose lifestyle
change over techno-fixes and eco-technology, lowering individual carbon usage, living lightly on the
earth.

7. Changing how economics is done: from being an abstract mathematical exercise to embracing the
real world we all live in, recognizing that we are all concerned as stakeholders.

8. Climate change prevention, adaptation, mitigation. Protecting the most vulnerable from risk. Ensuring
the future of small island states. Quickly reducing carbon per capita globally to 2 tonnes in the next 5
years and zero soon after. Limiting and reversing climate change. Moving to renewable energy sources.

9. Future-proofing economics to increase its suitability for the 21st century, solving the current economic
downturn and widespread uncertainty. Creating and nurturing an economy based on sharing, rather
than greed and profit. Completely reshaping and reforming economics to do all the above.

GEI Team 2010
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MIRIAM KENNET
Miriam Kennet is the founder and Director of the Green Economics
Institute, and founder and Editor of the International Journal of
Green Economics, having researched at Oxford University, Oxford
Brookes, South Bank 
and is a member of Mansfield College, Oxford University. She
designed and lectures on the Environmental Economics Course at
Birkbeck College, London University and also teaches
Environmental Policy there. She is author of around 35 articles,
detailed on the Green Economics Institute's website and co editor
of a book, Green Economics Beyond Supply and Demand to
Meeting People's Needs and is creating a series with Gower
Management Books on Green Economics and Sustainable Growth
at the moment. Forthcoming book contributions include one book
published in Berlin on Socio ecological transformations with the
Rosa Luxemburg Foundation, and one book with Professor Jack
Reardon on teaching Economics in the USA.

BIANCA MADISON-VULETA 
Bianca Madison-Vuleta has studied a variety of natural and
complementary medical approaches with many of the world’s
leading experts, including Lifestyle Medicine training at Harvard
Medical School, USA. She has a private practice in London &
Oxfordshire, in collaboration with an Integrative Physician.
Bianca was recently awarded a PhD hc (honoris causa) from
AUGP, US. She specialises in preventative healthcare, life
optimisation coaching, neuroscience coaching, mind-body health
strategies, anti-ageing medicine, emotional health, stress and
weight management, wellness and fitness coaching, menopause,
as well as corporate wellness. Bianca also has an extensive
training and experience in green, ecological and sustainable
living. She is involved the work of numerous NGOs with
dedication to promote more conscious, holistic and sustainable
lifestyles and overall
planetary health.
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ANJIKWI MSHELBWALA  
Anjikwi Mshelbwala specialises in IT and the role of Green Economics and its
benefits and implementation for development, gender, health and education for
women and girls. He is also a specialist in Aid and IT as well as bringing knowledge
of Green Economics for Development as it is needed and is evolving in several parts of
Africa. A senior person in Action Aid Charity in Africa, we are delighted to have him
on board as a Trustee. He is currently working with a major aid agency helping to
solve and prevent the problems of Covid 19 in Nigeria. He then went on to pursue his
passion working in the NGO; VSO and later to ActionAid, deploying and adapting
ICT4D (ICT for development), Green ICT, designing and deploying computer centers
for excluded communities and left behind rural areas in developing countries. Also
trained by Harvard on Problem Definition by Iterative Adaptation and applies it to
solving difficult problems around the developing countries especially on bridging the
digital divide. 

FOUNDER OF
OUR CHARITY

Judith Felton is Founder of our Charity, and was our first Manager and Database Manager of the Green
Economics Institute, Founder of the Green Economics Institute Trust, and also the Health and Safety Officer. She ran
all our early conferences and welcomed our students. She is qualified in many areas of health management from
OT, Reflexology, Alternative Medicine at the University of Exeter.

REGISTERED TRUSTEES OF THE 
GREEN ECONOMICS INSTITUTE TRUST
(OUR REGISTERED CHARITY)

Yen Chit Chong, UK
Marlyn Hughes, UK
Professor Aaron Sternizky, Austria
Cristina Beng, Mexico and Luxembourg
Miriam Kennet UK
Marlyn Hughes UK
Anjiwki Mshelbawla, Nigeria
Bianca -Madison -Vuleta  UK



Here, you can add a brief line explaining your data.

100

readers appreciate
accurate information

Miriam Kennet and Volker Heinemann 
visiting the European Central Bank

FOUNDING DIRECTORS OF THE GREEN
ECONOMICS INSTITUTE

Green Economics Institute
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Miriam Kennet and Volker Heinemann

Volker Heinemann  1968-2021 
Volker a Green Economics Institute Founder and Director as well as Deputy Editor of the
International Journal of Green Economics. He studied economics at Kiel, Goettingen, and
Nottingham Universities. He was a Professional Chartered Accountant and an Auditor and was
with Price Waterhouse Coopers and Grant Thornton. His research interests included international
trade, development economics, macroeconomics and monetary economics. A talented writer,
lecturer and manager and with a keen interest in IT. Volker has been a Die Grunnen Councillor in
Germany and the International Coordinator for the Greens on their national Executive. He was a
founding member of the ENOP and GEF foundations in Brussels.

He was the author of Economy of the Future, Oekonomie Der Zukunft. Volker ran the Green
Economics Institute, with Miriam Kennet, from its inception for 17 years until his sad untimely
passing away during the pandemic. We miss him greatly.

FOUNDING DIRECTORS OF THE GREEN
ECONOMICS INSTITUTE

Green Economics Institute
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Early Director Michelle Suzanne Gale de Oliveira 
Michelle studied at the Political Science and International Relations Departments at Richmond, the
American International University in London and has lived between London, Chicago, and the
remote interior of Brazil and rural Paraguay. She is on the board of the Green Economics Institute,
UK, and was for many years the deputy-editor for the International Journal of Green Economics,
particularly its Women’s Issue (Vol.3 Issue 2) and its Pre-Copenhagen Climate Change Special
Issue (Vol.3 Issues 3/4), and was editor of the Green Economics Institute’s members’ magazine,
The Green Economist.

Her writing has been featured in Europe's World, one of the foremost European policy magazines.
She lectures and speaks on Environmental and Social Justice, Gender Equity, and International
Development from a Green Economics perspective. She is founder and chair of the Gender Equity
Forum.

She organised Green Economics Institute conferences on women’s unequal pay and poverty in
Reading, UK, and lectured on green economics in Berlin, Germany, at retreats in Glastonbury, UK,
and is a regular speaker at international conferences. She set up and organised our first
delegation to the United Nations Climate Conferences (COPs). She researched women's unequal
pay and poverty, specifically with regard to land reform in Brazil. She became the anchor woman
on Al Jazhera TV and was reporting on Capitol Hill during the riots. Michelle now runs a rural
small holding in Paraguay and Bolivia 

Here, you can add a brief line explaining your data.
FOUNDING DIRECTORS OF THE GREEN
ECONOMICS INSTITUTE

Green Economics Institute
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What is Green Economics? A new discipline

Green Economics is a new academic discipline that is based on the innovations in
society that started to emerge in the 1960s and attempted to replace the consensus
based on traditional values and aims for society that existed at that time. The ‘Green’
agenda developed into a new set of thinking similarly to the conservative, liberal and
social democratic/socialist traditions already existing.

The ecological issues raised are part of a wider set of concerns, values and aims for
society, the environmental issues, and follow from this core a request for change in
attitude similarly to the emergence of other movements like peace, feminism, social
justice and human rights economic development. These new ideas were combined
to a new holistic strategy based on the unifying concern for a new consensus for
society beyond conservatism.

Over the past 30 years this new set of thinking has matured and comprises a wide
variety of issues and disciplines. Green Economics is a newly founded discipline
within academic economics that is systematically assessing problems and questions
in that original spirit. These new ideas have a defined set of basic principles that are
particularly important as far as economics as a key social science is concerned.

Green Economics is influenced by its historic roots concerned with the problem
that existing structures are defined or seen as value free and objective whereas they
are in fact a particular value or ideology based concept that just happened to be the
starting point for the development of the society.

A strong belief in the benefits of evolution of society renders this new discipline
truly innovative and it works to replace the existing ideologies and conventions with
a wider set of options. It does so by accepting that ultimately a value free social
science is not possible but in accepting this fact the discipline is therefore less
normatively biased than conventional economic thinking which bases its claim to be
value free because it is predicated on maintenance of the status quo and reflects
majority thinking. Furthermore, all innovations in society were once in a minority
position.

Volker Heinemann
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The outcome of such conservative thinking is a strong normative bias in economics towards explanations
and concepts that have no longer any future. As a consequence of this awareness of normative influences
Green Economics is set up in the most holistic way possible. Discoveries from other sciences are actively
incorporated into the own work to really make sense of the complex phenomenon called society. This
stands in sharp contrast to the reductionist and overly quantitative mathematics and assumptions on which
conventional mainstream research is based.

Conventional economics creates an artificial world of how things could optimally be, based on the values
it inherently includes. Green Economics tries as an alternative to incorporate a wider set of potential
behaviour and allows for systems and institutions to be designed so that this degree of freedom is
maintained and rather than a particular set of rules accepted as unavoidable. Along this way the
language, methodology and terms used are reassessed. Freedom, optimal, growth and justice
are all terms that have a surprisingly intentional use in conventional economics. Terms like competition, are
used as if competition itself is freedom, something that is desirable, where in fact competition only occurs
when people cannot achieve their entire goal simultaneously. Green Economics gives people back the
sovereignty over their decisions and life rather than pushing the language used, not to mention the
methodology, into areas where an objective assessment of the matter considered is no longer possible.

Green Economics is practically focused and deals with all economically relevant phenomena of the
modern society. Significant findings from other areas of science like for example the awareness of
absolute limits to resource use are comprehensively incorporated in the approach taken, rather than a
continuous attempt to rescue as much from conventional methodology and definitions as possible.

There are some similarities between Green Economics and Ecological Economics. But Ecological
Economics remains primarily focused on the environment and Green Economics is much wider including
social and environmental justice at the core. This is the basis for calling Green Economics a new and
independent discipline from all other existing economic disciplines so far.

As it appears to be the case that the original spirit of the new value set, that gave rise to the wider green
movement and finally to Green Economics, is as relevant as ever considering current issues that require
addressing, it is of prime importance that this new discipline is developed further in the near future to
balance the views and opinions publicised that are based on conventional thinking. It is of particular
concern, as conventional economic thinking is always surrounded by scarcity up to the point that scarcity
is actively promoted. This is in order to maintain a reality that can be explained within the existing
framework and concepts. People are advised how to behave accordingly, so that with such outdated
methods the current economic challenges will not be met. It should be emphasised that Green Economics
is as a consequence not only developing an alternative view to economic issues that might or might not be
normatively desired depending on the viewpoint. The research develops the tools and methods that are
required to master today’s economic problems in society. This is because conventional economics evolved
in the nineteenth century in a different set of circumstances and was designed and is still designed to meet
those previous needs and is unable to solve the problems of today. Green Economics is truly the future of
economics not just a niche addition to the discourse.
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Setting the Scene: Introduction to approaches
to economics. Green Economics Principles

Miriam Kennet 2006
Green Economics methodology also brings perspectives to conventional economics
tools, in terms of both time and space. This new context enables it to reveal,
disentangle, and unravel the power relationships and vested interests in the new
global marketplace. The logic of Green Economics advocates local production for
local needs, and reusing, reducing, repairing and possibly recycling, rather than
global expansion of corporations. Thus, wisdom and holism are re-introduced into
economic problem solving. It also re-incorporates political economy and the moral
and transformational aspects of the economics of Smith (1776), while offering new
solutions to ‘managing the commons’, which has been often restricted to game
theoretical models (von Neumann and Morgenstern), and exercises based on the
prisoner’s dilemma or voting issues (Arrow,1951).

Attitudes to nature are completely revised. According to Goldsmith (2005),
economics needs to keep within nature’s carrying capacity and at the moment many
of its systems are being so overloaded with the impacts of human economic activity
that cannot continue. It is time to ‘Rewrite Economics’ (Goldsmith, 2005) for the
benefit of humans and the natural world and to accept the boundaries imposed by
the earth. This new rationality and wisdom leads to an economics of increasing
abundance as produced in nature, rather than an economics of scarcity.
The most pressing current problems are grouped into four main categories, with the
advantages of the Green Economics approach explained. They are
ecological/economical, intellectual, political and moral.

Inadequate markets, corruption and crime. Non-beneficial trades: arms, prostitution,
drugs Regional and locally diverse and democratic solutions
Using analysis of power relations and institutions (Veblen, Foucault, Gramsci)
Feminist analysis of patriarchy and accumulation. (Mies, Mellor, Kuiper, Salleh)
Critique of trickle down theories. Wealth creation locally with local power and
decisions. Priority given to ending poverty and enabling equity rather than through
same patterns of industrialisation and development or conventional growth.
Reform of global institutions to reflect specific local conditions, requirements and
individual choices by people and communities. Social and environmental justice
(Lord, Sen) Poverty as unfreedom. Reform of aims of economy, continued inequality
problems with human happiness directly addressed.
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Across two decades, the Green Economics Institute has built a network of
academic, diplomatic, and experts with a shared passion: contributing
positively towards a sustainable and equitable future. This conclusion
tries to summarise the Institute’s impact.

The Institute helped to spread the message that a suitable alternative was
possible since 2004. It made education on green and social justice
accessible through its International Journal of Green Economics,
conferences and academic courses. The former has run continuously since
2004, is Scopus-accredited, and is indexed across RePEc, EconLit, and
Google Scholar, among others. GEI Books has produced over 100 titles and
the Institute has run summer schools and GEI Academy training that have
reached thousands of students.

The Institute holds official RINGO and UN NGO status, and has sent
delegations regularly to UN climate conference from COP15 (2009) alongside
a growing role in IPBES biodiversity conferences. It has trained UK
government bodies, had its journal subject credited by the Bank of England
as one of the healthiest areas of the economics discipline, and GEI
contributed to the UK's Prosperity Without Growth report. 

Perhaps least tangible, but most distinctive: the Institute has operated
continuously for twenty-two years, an unusually long run for an
organisation of its kind, sustained by a network of diverse members who
leave and return across life stages rather than a fixed staff. That
network reaches from elite policy settings into grassroots ones, proving
the Institute’s big and impactful reach. The Institute’s story and
influence demonstrates that an intersectional,interdisciplinary,  
collaborative and suitable alternative is possible. 

Overview 
Emma Rossi and Miriam Kennet 2026
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GEI BOOKS PUBLISHING HOUSE
WWW.GEIBOOKS.ORG.UK 

WORLD’S LEADING GREEN ACADEMIC JOURNAL 
INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF GREEN ECONOMICS

NOW  REGISTERED WITH SCOPUS AND MANY OTHER
TOP ACADEMIC REGISTRIES 
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